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Our pharmacy residency program at Wellstar MCG Health is proud
Highlights 1 to mark its semi-centennial, celebrating 50 years of excellence in
pharmacy residency training from 1975 to 2025! What began as a
small but ambitious initiative has grown into a robust, nationally
recognized program that has adapted through changing healthcare
systems, evolving clinical guidelines, and the rapid advancement of
pharmacy practice in Georgia. Throughout our journey, our program
Former 3-13 has trained hundreds of residents who have gone on to shape the
pharmacy profession in meaningful ways, whether as clinical
specialists, faculty members, healthcare leaders, researchers, or
dedicated preceptors (many of whom have returned to mentor the
next generations of pharmacists). Their stories and successes are a
testament to the foundation laid during their time here.
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Reflections

As we reflect on our rich legacy and look ahead to the future of
Special Recognition 14 pharmacy education and patient care, we’re thrilled to announce a
special 50-year anniversary celebration planned for the fall of 2025.
This event will honor the residents, preceptors, faculty, and
supporters who have contributed to this program’s success and
impact, and we look forward to reconnecting with alumni, sharing
Residency 15-18 memories, and celebrating all that we've achieved together.
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Did You Know? A Brief History of MCG and Pharmacy Residencies

The Medical College of Georgia was founded on December 10", 1828

Medical College of Georgia (MCG) Hospital, also first known
as Eugene Talmadge Memorial, opened in June 1956

as h ® Initial ASHP accreditation for our (PGY1) pharmacy residency
April 9, 1975

Accredited
PGY2 Pediatrics Pharmacy
CETCLGESERTS Augusta State University and MCG, Georgia Health Sciences University
GRLJ UNIVERSITY were consolidated to form Georgia Regents University (GRU) in 2012

PGY2 Oncology Pharmacy Residency (first graduate in 2012)
PGY2 Critical Care Pharmacy Residency (first graduate in 2013)

Georgia Regents University is renamed Augusta University in 2015 and
MCG Health Medical Center renamed AU Medical Center in 2016

PGY2 Ambulatory Care Pharmacy Residency (first graduate 2021)

Augusta University Medical Center integrated with Wellstar Health
System, and we began doing business as Wellstar MCG Health in 2024

PGY1/PGY2 HSPAL Pharmacy Residency (first graduate in 2024)
PGY2 Infectious Diseases Pharmacy Residency (first graduate 2025)
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From Then to Now: Former Resident Reflections

In honor of our residency program’s 50-year anniversary, the current PGY1 and PGY2 residents reached out to
several former residents to gather their reflections, career insights, and words of wisdom. Their stories highlight
the diverse and unexpected paths that our alumni took on their professional and personal journeys, and we are

proud to share the highlights as part of this milestone celebration.

Yancey Murray Aluisio, Pharm.D., BCOP (PGY1 °22) began her post-
residency career (after her PGY2) as a Hematology/Oncology float pharmacist
specialist at Emory, where she rotated through multiple inpatient and
outpatient services, including leukemia, BMT, and lymphoma/myeloma. She
is now a clinical pharmacist at Kaiser Permanente Georgia: Southwood
Oncology Clinic, where she serves as a community oncology pharmacy
specialist managing oral chemotherapy regimens for both hematologic and
solid tumor patients. Her responsibilities include patient counseling, lab
monitoring, and making clinical interventions. Yancey is board certified in
oncology pharmacy and remains professionally active in GSHP and HOPA.
She encourages others to take risks and be open to roles that may initially feel
uncomfortable, such as her float position at Emory, which she found deeply
educational despite the long commute. Her advice is to commit fully to each
opportunity and learn as much as possible from every role. She transitioned
from her malignant hematology specialist role at Emory to her current
position at Kaiser. This shift aligned with her evolving personal and
professional priorities. During residency, Yancey had a strong mentoring
network that empowered her to believe in her potential and set clear goals for
herself, many of which she has now achieved.

One of the most influential skills she developed in residency was the ability to
think critically, zooming out to assess the broader clinical picture while not
missing key details. Her favorite residency memories include laughing with
her co-residents after work at Savannah River Brewing and supporting each
other through the toughest days. She has no regrets about her residency
experience. Over time, her appreciation for her mentors, preceptors, and co-
residents has only deepened. She credits individuals like Lucy Crosby, Nathan
Wayne, Marjorie Phillips, Alicia Sanchez, and Amber Clemmons for their
guidance and support. Her word of advice? Trust that things will work out the
way they are meant to, even if the path isn’t always clear at first. Also, don’t
forget to stay connected with your co-residents.
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From Then to Now: Former Resident Reflections

Caitlin (Caitie) Brown, Pharm.D., TTS, BCACP (PGY2 Amb Care ’21) began her career as an
ambulatory care clinical specialist at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS), where she
also served as a faculty member for the UAMS North Central family medicine residency program. She is
now an Assistant Professor at Samford University’s McWhorter School of Pharmacy, with a clinical practice
site at the Birmingham Veterans Affairs Health System, working in pulmonology, rheumatology, and
bariatric surgery. Caitie is professionally involved with the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy,
the Alabama Society of Health-System Pharmacists, and the American College of Clinical Pharmacy. She
shares that while you may not end up in the exact clinical area you trained in, the skills developed during
residency will equip you to take on new roles confidently.

Since completing residency, she has transitioned from a primary care-focused ambulatory care role into
subspecialty clinics while also stepping into academia. Though she did not originally envision herself in a
faculty position, the opportunity to return to her alma mater felt like a natural fit, especially given her
enjoyment of academic experiences during residency. One of the most influential skills she developed was
the ability to evaluate clinical trials, specifically learning how to compare multiple studies involving the
same drug or drug class to gain a comprehensive understanding of the evidence. Her favorite memory from
residency was the residency roast, which provided fun and connection among colleagues. Looking back,
Caitie wishes she had learned to more effectively communicate her needs, struggles, and goals in order to
better advocate for herself during training. Her perspective on residency has remained consistent, continuing
to view it as an essential step for those pursuing highly clinical roles. Her advice is to maintain your
relationships. Pharmacy is a small world, and staying connected with others can have a meaningful and
lasting impact on your career.




Wellstar MCG Health/UGA Pharmacy Residency Newsletter

From Then to Now: Former Resident Reflections

Zack Brown, PharmD (PGY1 °23) began his career with a clinical float position at Wellstar MCG Health before
discovering his passion as an Emergency Medicine pharmacist at Carilion New River Valley Memorial Center.
He is actively involved in the residency program at his institution, precepts projects at the main hospital in
Roanoke, VA, and assists with interdisciplinary education for medical residents. Zack also plans to participate in
interprofessional education, including teaching opportunities at the Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine.
Initially interested in oncology based on his experiences in college and pharmacy school, Zack realized early in
residency that oncology was not the right fit. Exploring other interests during residency rotations, he applied for
positions in emergency medicine, infectious diseases, and cardiology. His float pharmacist role at Wellstar MCG
helped him find his passion in emergency medicine, where he enjoys making a meaningful impact on patient care
and continually learning on the job.

A key skill Zack developed during residency was efficiently answering drug information questions, particularly
those related to antimicrobials and complex critical care or emergency medicine cases. Training in internal
medicine laid a strong foundation for thorough patient review and daily clinical activities. His favorite residency
memory was attending Midyear in Las Vegas, exploring iconic hotels and casinos with co-residents, and
engaging with peers nationwide, which enriched his learning experience. Zack describes his residency as well-
rounded but notes he would have liked to take a pediatric emergency medicine elective knowing his current
specialty. He views residency as an intense but invaluable process that builds knowledge and habits to practice at
the top of one’s license. Zack credits Wellstar MCG with preparing him to pursue his career confidently in any
direction. He acknowledges that imposter syndrome was common among his residency class (as it still is for ours)
but emphasizes that residents often know more than they realize. He praises Wellstar MCG’s residency programs
as some of the best in the country and encourages future residents to seize every opportunity to discover their true
passion.
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From Then to Now: Former Resident Reflections

Stephen Clark, PharmD, BCOP (PGY2 Oncology ’13) began his career as a Hematology/Oncology/BMT
Clinical Specialist at AU Medical Center (now Wellstar MCG) following his residency. He currently serves
as a Senior Manager of Clinical Content at McKesson, supporting The US Oncology Network—a
collaborative of community oncologists across the country. Stephen is a founding member of the Hematology
Research & Outcomes (HERO) Consortium and has contributed to international oncology initiatives,
including cancer care delivery and registry development projects in Ethiopia through partnerships with the
American Cancer Society and UNC Hospitals. Professionally and personally, Stephen emphasizes the
importance of lifelong learning and investing in relationships. He believes acquiring new skills can be both
rewarding and a gateway to new opportunities, and that strong coworker relationships enhance trust and
ultimately improve patient care.

After more than 13 years in direct patient care at AU/MCG and then UNC Healthcare in Chapel Hill, NC,
Stephen transitioned into a system-level, project-based role where he now focuses on improving patient safety
and care quality. His earlier experiences leading safety and quality initiatives in clinical settings helped
prepare him for his current responsibilities. He had envisioned a transition like this even during residency,
aiming to first establish clinical expertise and then scale his impact more broadly. The most valuable skill he
gained during residency was the ability to learn and adapt quickly, an essential asset in a constantly evolving
field like oncology. His favorite memory from residency was simply sharing life with his co-residents in the
office. Reflecting back, he has no regrets about his training. His practical advice to current residents: Learn
about personal finance early. If you can master pharmacy, you can also understand the basics of saving and
investing in index funds. This knowledge can make a big difference over the long term. Sage advice, ...now
off to figure out what an index fund is.
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Lindsey Coppiano, PharmD, BCCPS (PGY1 18, PGY2 Critical Care ’19) began her career here as a
Neurology and Neuro ICU pharmacist. She currently practices as a Neurocritical Care and Neurology
pharmacist at the University of Alabama at Birmingham Hospital. Lindsey is an active member of ACCP
and participates in the Critical Care PRN. She notes that neurology and neurocritical care require extensive
ongoing learning beyond PGY?2 training, which is part of what makes the specialty so engaging. Lindsey
has not changed her career or specialty since residency. One of the most influential skills Lindsey gained
during residency was time management. She emphasizes that balancing daily patient care, committee work,
and quality improvement projects requires strong organizational skills. Residency helped her develop these
abilities, setting her up for success in her professional role.

Her favorite residency memories include attending Midyear and other conferences, as well as spending time
with co-residents in the shared PGY1 office. Looking back, she wishes she had gained more experience in
emergency medicine during her PGY2 critical care training. Lindsey continues to highly recommend
residency training as essential for developing the clinical skills necessary to thrive beyond pharmacy
school. Her advice to current residents is to actively engage in professional organizations and seek
perspectives beyond their home institution to broaden their experience and professional network.
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Virginia (Gin) Fleming, PharmD, BCPS (PGY1 ’07) began her career as a Clinical Assistant Professor at
the University of Georgia (UGA) College of Pharmacy with a practice site at St. Mary's Hospital in Athens,
GA, after completing a PGY2 at University of Texas/University Medical Center of Brackenridge. She
continues to serve in the same setting today as a Clinical Associate Professor for UGA. Although her PGY1
and PGY?2 residencies focused on internal medicine with a sub-focus in infectious diseases, her first position
led her to create and lead an antimicrobial stewardship (AMS) service at St. Mary's. After many years
managing the program on her own, her efforts led to the addition of a second pharmacist to support the
service. Her current student rotations reflect her professional interests and include a blend of infectious
diseases, stewardship, and internal medicine. Virginia is active in several professional organizations,
including GSHP, ASHP, ACCP (Adult Medicine and Infectious Diseases PRNs), and MAD-ID. She advises
early-career pharmacists to seek mentors, explore different practice areas, and take on opportunities even if
they seem intimidating. One of the most important skills she developed during residency was the ability to
learn deeply and efficiently; an essential tool for adapting to new areas and providing high-level patient care.

While she did not have a clear picture of her future during residency, Virginia always felt drawn to clinical
practice, precepting, and teaching. These interests guided her toward academia, where she has continued to
grow as an educator and course coordinator. Some of her favorite residency memories include sharing a
small office with her co-residents, traveling to conferences like SERC and UNC/Duke, and building
relationships with the dedicated faculty and preceptors at MCG. She does wish she had completed more
infectious diseases rotations during residency, but she appreciates how her training gave her a strong and
well-rounded clinical foundation. Her view of residency has remained consistent over the years. She believes
it is an incredibly valuable experience that fosters both personal and professional growth. Her advice to
current residents is simple but meaningful: be kind, because you never know what someone else is going
through, and always keep showing up. Inspired by marathon champion Des Linden, Virginia encourages
others to persist through challenges, knowing that steady effort often leads to unexpected and rewarding
outcomes.
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Lydia Girgis, BCPS (PGY1 °20) currently is an ambulatory care pharmacist
at Mayo Clinic Jacksonville, while continuing to serve part-time inpatient
pharmacy practitioner at UF Health, the organization where she completed
her PGY2 in Ambulatory Care. She has led pharmacy operations for two
international medical trips to Bolivia and Namibia and is an active member
of FSHP and NEFSHP. Lydia shares that advancing from student to resident
and then to practitioner requires strong personal initiative. She advises
evaluating work environments for opportunities that broaden your global
perspective and to remain open-minded about roles that may not perfectly
match your initial expectations, as you often have the chance to shape your
position. After completing her PGY2 in Ambulatory Care, Lydia initially
expected to begin working as an ambulatory care pharmacist but instead took
on an inpatient role. Although this transition was initially intimidating, her
PGY1 in Augusta provided solid preparation and helped her draw upon skills
developed during residency. Her diverse training made her a well-rounded
clinician, especially able to contribute to initiatives focused on transitions of
care.

One of the most important skills she gained was learning how to identify
clinical questions and effectively use resources to find answers. Among her
favorite residency memories are thoughtful moments like when Marjorie
dropped off a “That was easy!” button for residents after completing tasks, as
well as the memorable residency roast. Lydia feels she made the most of her
residency experience and took advantage of all available opportunities. Over
the years, her perspective has shifted. She has become more aware of the
logistics and impact of legislation and has gained a stronger sense of
autonomy. Additionally, she now has a better understanding of the
importance of work-life balance. Her advice to others is simple: take a deep
breath and remember that things will work out, even if it doesn’t always
seem that wav in the moment.
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Dr. Alexis (Lex) Horace, BCACP (PGY1 ’09) earned her Bachelor of Science from the University of Georgia
and her Doctor of Pharmacy from the University of Tennessee Health Science Center. She completed her PGY'1
residency at Wellstar MCG Health and her PGY2 in Ambulatory Care at the University of Georgia in Athens.
Following residency, she began her career at the University of Louisiana at Monroe College of Pharmacy, where
she has now worked for nearly 15 years. Dr. Horace currently serves as a tenured professor at ULM College of
Pharmacy and maintains a clinical ambulatory care practice at a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC). Her
clinical focus includes chronic disease state management such as HIV, diabetes, hypertension, asthma, and COPD.
She practices from a harm reduction perspective and finds fulfillment in empowering patients with tools to reduce
harm and make informed choices. She is the director of the ULM H.E.R.O. program (Harm Reduction Education
and Referral for Opioid Overdose Reversal), which provides education and resources to first responders and
community organizations. The program aims to reduce opioid overdose deaths, expand access to reversal agents,
promote recovery referrals, and reduce stigma surrounding substance use disorders. Recently, the program was
awarded a four-year, $2.5 million federal grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration. In addition to leading H.E.R.O., Dr. Horace is active in national professional organizations
including ACCP and AACP, and she continues to precept pharmacy students.

Reflecting on her career, Dr. Horace emphasizes the value of perseverance, grit, and self-reflection—qualities she
developed during residency and continues to rely on. Her advice to students and trainees is simple but powerful:
don’t be afraid to fail. She believes that growth often comes from setbacks and that failure teaches resilience,
creativity, and courage. Although she did not envision her current path during residency, Dr. Horace attributes her
journey to the mentorship, collaboration, and opportunities provided by others, and she now strives to pay that
support forward. One of her favorite residency memories was hosting a Halloween party where co-residents,
medical residents, and even attendings arrived in costume. Looking back, she wishes she had expressed more
gratitude to her preceptors, especially to Marjorie, who provided unwavering support and honest guidance during
challenging times. Dr. Horace’s perspective on residency has only grown more appreciative with time. She
believes residency is a valuable and necessary experience that helps students transition into capable, confident
clinicians. Her continued passion for teaching, service, and patient care serves as an inspiration to the next
generation of pharmacy professionals.
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Bridget Manor Mills, PharmD, BCPS (PGY1 ’03) began her career at Kroger Pharmacy, drawn by the
company's efforts to expand innovative ambulatory care services. Although she was excited about the

initiative, the opportunities did not unfold as expected, and after five years in retail, she transitioned to inpatient
practice at Eisenhower Medical Center. She later stepped away from her pharmacy role in 2022 to become a
full-time stay-at-home mom to her three energetic children, a decision motivated by the demands of their
extracurricular activities and her desire to prioritize her family. Throughout her career, Bridget earned her
Board Certification in Pharmacotherapy (BCPS) and completed a Medication Therapy Management certificate
through APhA. While she did not expect to leave clinical practice, especially after envisioning a future in
research and advancing clinical expertise, she has found fulfillment in her current role as a parent and
caregiver.

Bridget reflects on residency as a formative experience and credits it with developing her ability to confidently
and clearly communicate clinical recommendations to providers, a skill that served her well in both retail and
inpatient settings. One of her favorite memories from residency was the strong camaraderie she shared with her
co-residents and preceptors, who were consistently supportive and willing to help. If given the chance to do
things differently, she would have pursued a PGY?2 in a specialty area to further refine her clinical interests.
Her perspective on residency remains unchanged.

She continues to view residency as a critical and increasingly important step for pharmacists to develop and
strengthen their clinical skills. Her advice to current and future pharmacists is to always center your work
around the patient. If you ever find yourself unable to offer patients your best, she encourages taking a step
back to reflect and re-align with your purpose in the profession.

11
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Tana Rollins, PharmD (PGY1 °97) began her pharmacy career as the first renal transplant
pharmacist at MCG. In that role, she practiced in clinic multiple days per week, contributed to
research, and developed a strong interest in technology, particularly Cerner. Tana served MCG
and MCG Health in a variety of roles from the 1990s until 2020. In 2015, with encouragement
from mentor Richard Burrell, she transitioned into the field of informatics—a path she describes
as her true calling, joking that, "Epic was calling her name." Since then, Tana has worked in
informatics and is currently part of a seven-pharmacist team at Emory Healthcare in Atlanta. Her
position is fully remote, allowing her to continue living in Augusta, GA. Recently, a wedding trip
to Orlando was extended due to an unexpected retinal injury.

Reflecting on residency, Tana admits she never imagined a future in informatics; at the time, she
didn’t even know it was a specialty. She originally thought psychiatry would be her path, but
quickly realized it wasn’t the right fit due to its many gray areas. Instead, her favorite rotation
turned out to be internal medicine, which was new when she took it. This experience immersed
her in clinical care, rounding with attendings and medical students, and taught her how to truly
assess and manage patients. A fun memory from that rotation: one of the medical students she
worked with is now a local pediatrician she still sees around Augusta.

During residency, the most influential skill Tana developed was networking, learning how to
communicate with a wide variety of people and tailor her message to different audiences. One of
her fondest memories was singing on stage with Dianne and Rusty at Midyear in New Orleans.
She has no regrets from residency and encourages others to embrace every opportunity with an
open mind. She feels the structure and expectations of residency have grown significantly since
her time, especially regarding project work, and she believes today’s programs better prepare
pharmacists for real-world practice. Her advice to current and future residents: never sell yourself
short or lock yourself into one career path too soon; your true passion may surprise you. Stay
open, give every opportunity your full effort, and trust that you’ll learn where you’re meant to be.

12



Wellstar MCG Health/UGA Pharmacy Residency Newsletter

From Then to Now: Former Resident Reflections

Kacy Schulman Whyte, PharmD, BCPS, BCCP (PGY1 -09) discovered her passion for cardiology early
in pharmacy school and went on to complete a PGY1 residency in Augusta from 2008 to 2009, followed by
a PGY2 in Cardiology at The Ohio State University. She began her post-residency career at ECU Health as
a general and intermediate care cardiology pharmacist, where she continues to practice today. Her clinical
interests include general cardiology and electrophysiology, and she works closely with patients in the
antiarrhythmic clinic, counseling all new-start dofetilide (Tikosyn) patients. To date, she has educated and
supported more than 500 patients initiating this high-risk medication, an aspect of her work she finds deeply
rewarding. In addition to her clinical role, Kacy serves as an adjunct faculty member with the UNC
Eshelman School of Pharmacy, where she precepts 6 to 8 students and 3 to 4 residents each year. She is
actively involved in the longitudinal seminar program and has found a surprising passion for teaching and
mentorship, even though didactic instruction was not an initial career interest. Kacy has also contributed to
the profession on a national level, becoming one of the first pharmacists to take the Cardiology Board
Certification exam during its inaugural year and serving as an editor for several of the exam’s review
chapters.

Reflecting on her training, Kacy believes that the counseling skills she began developing during residency,
especially in one-on-one interactions, have been instrumental to her success. Her advice to current PGY 1
residents is to avoid turning their year into a narrow focus on a single specialty, and instead strive for a
well-rounded experience that includes diverse clinical settings and longitudinal projects. She emphasizes
the importance of work-life balance and encourages taking time off between PGY2 and full-time
employment to recharge before beginning one’s career. Kacy’s favorite residency memories include
attending Midyear in Orlando and enjoying time at Universal Studios, as well as attending SERC and
bonding with mentors and peers. If she could go back, she would have taken more opportunities to observe
advanced cardiac procedures like VAD or transplants during PGY2, and she encourages residents to seek
teaching opportunities beyond pharmacy students, such as presenting at community events or working with
nursing or medical students to build broader communication skills. Though she didn’t fully anticipate the
extent of her teaching and mentorship roles during residency, Kacy has built a fulfilling and impactful
career by staying open to opportunities, remaining grounded in her clinical interests, and prioritizing patient
education and personal balance.

13
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Special Recognition

KN e are proud to share that three fantastic preceptors: Pam Ku, Pharm.D., BCPS; Josh Eudy,\
Pharm.D., BCIDP; and Maegan Whitworth, Pharm.D., BCCCP, have been appointed as

adjunct faculty at the rank of Clinical Assistant Professor at the University of Georgia

College of Pharmacy, effective June 1st. This recognition reflects their outstanding
contributions to pharmacy education and their continued dedication to training the next
generation of clinical pharmacists. All three are integral parts of both the UGA College of
Pharmacy and the Wellstar MCG Health Residency programs, precepting residents and

\students alike. Congratulations to all! /

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that your appointment to the College of Pharmacy
as Clinical Assistant Professor (Non-Compensated Affiliate) in Clinical and Administrative
Pharmacy has been approved. Your appointment is effective June 1, 2025 and per UGA
policy will be reviewed every five years.

Congratulations on your appointment. We look forward to fostering and promoting your
continued success in pharmacy and having you as part of our College and University
community.

Sincerely,

.
Limgy /. frrg~
vl

[ f
Henry N. Young, Ph.D.
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Residency Highlights

/At the 2025 Southeastern Residency Conference (SERC), our pharmacy residents showcased\
the depth and diversity of their clinical research projects. Some of the presenters included
Kelsea Mabie, who presented, “Evaluation of Desmopressin in Preventing Overcorrection of
Hyponatremia Among Patients with Renal Dysfunction”, and Amber Fraley, who presented,
Monotherapy Versus Combination Therapy in the Treatment of Enterococcus faecalis
Bloodstream Infections” (please see page 16 for a more comprehensive list of resident
achievements and presentations). This conference was the culmination of several months of

sustained effort, and the results were later incorporated into manuscripts that are currently in-

Qtogress.

Evaluation of
Desmopressin in
Preventing Overcorrection
of Hyponatremia Among
Patients with Renal
Dysfunction

We welcome the next round of PGY1 and PGY2 residents as we celebrate our 50" year as an ASHP-
accredited residency program. There will certainly be more positive changes to come for the program, but
we anticipate great things for the coming residency year!

|

i

| -

|

Chloe McGee ' Jen Miller Ebony Crawford Amber Fraley Alex Durant Martine
PGY2 Amb Care PGY2 Critical Care PGY2 HSPAL PGY2 Infectious PGY2 Oncology Abouchabki
(early commit) (PGY1 at Barnes-Jewish (Continuing PGY1/PGY2) Diseases (early commit) PGY2 Pediatrics
University of South Haospital) Florida A&M University (early commit) University of Georgia (PGY1 at Spartanburg
Carolina University of Florida University of Georgia Medical Center)
Presbyterian College

y

/

/i

_—

[

Anne Abrams Andy Benneft Esther Cho Allison Lopez Nghi Nguyen Jessie Vo
PGY1 PGY1 PGY1 PGY1 PGY1 PGY1
University of South University of Georgia University of Florida University of Georgia University of Florida University of Georgia
Carelina
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Residency Highlights Continued

50 and Forward: Where Our Graduates are Headed Next

As our residency year comes to a close, we
are thrilled to see our six PGY2 residents Pi Current PGY1s Seeking
transition into their new pharmacist roles, i External PGY2 Programs
where they will no doubt go on to make
meaningful contributions in their practice

pGY-2 Post- Grad positions

T. ! n.a settings. While we are sad to see former
‘ 4 PGY1s Melanie Datt and Emily Strickland
b leave us as they begin their PGY2 residencies
0mnr Mouna Lucy Gloe Kelsea Mabie . .
in Houston and East Tennessee, respectively, ; 3
we are incredibly proud of their %aelome Datt,PharmD,  Emily Strickland, Pharm.D,
Y2 Program: Memorial Hermann - PGY2 Program: East Ten: ce
accomplishments and excited to see what o et S e
. / Universlty of Georgia College of / University of Georgia College of
the future holds for them. Their growth and | .. .7 . rogtem
dedication have left a lasting impactonour |~ Q
program, and we look forward to cheering Wellstar
MCG Health

on both our PGY2 graduates and those L
continuing to PGY2 training here or out-of-

state as they take on new opportunities and
\m\ake their mark in the pharmacy professiﬂ

Select Resident Accomplishments and Accolades:
Reflecting Back on 2024-2025

R —— |

Research

Melanie Datt: Impact of Ideal vs. Actual Body Weight on Analgesic and Sedative Requirements in Critically Il
Patients with Obesity

Alex Durant: Reduced Corticosteroid Dosing in Pediatric Renal Transplant Patients

Amber Fraley: Monotherapy vs. Combination Therapy in the Treatment of Enterococcus faecalis Bloodstream
Infections

Ebony Crawford: Inpatient Medicine Pharmacists’ Role on Acute Collaborative Care Unit Interdisciplinary Rounds

Lucy Gloe: Carbapenem Resistance Rates in Gram-Negative Organisms Following Exposure to Ertapenem vs.
Meropenem

Alex Kwan: Implementation of an Intravenous Workflow Management System

Kelsea Mabie: Desmopressin to Prevent Overcorrection of Hyponatremia in Patients with Reduced Renal
Function

Mallory McCarty: Impact of Elexacaftor-Tezacaftor-lvacaftor (ETI) on Microbiological and Clinical Outcomes

Chloe McGee: Assessing Renal Function After Hepatitis C Treatment with a Pangenotypic Direct-Acting Antiviral
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Omar Mouna: Evaluation of Insulin Requirements after Initiation of GLP-1 Receptor Agonists vs. GLP-1/GIP
Receptor Agonist

Emily Strickland: Comparing the Impact of Pharmacist-Driven Care When Patients are Enrolled in a Medical
Student Telehealth Clinic

Hanh Tran: Randomized, Blinded Study of Olanzapine 2.5 mg versus 5 mg in Quadruplet Prophylaxis of
Nausea/Vomiting After High-Dose Melphalan for Autologous Transplantation (The FONDO-LOW Trial)

ACPE-Accredited Pharmacy Grand Rounds
Melanie Datt: Stepping Down: From DAPT to P2Y12 Inhibitor Monotherapy for PCl

Alex Durant: Spare a Thought: Applying Carbapenem-Sparing Strategies in Extended-Spectrum Beta Lactamase
Urinary Tract Infections

Amber Fraley: Don’t Drop the B-ALL: Blinatumomab in Pediatric B-cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia

Lucy Gloe: Unraveling the Complexity of Treating Severe Stenotrophomonas Maltophilia Infections

Alex Kwan: Streamlining Sterile Compounding with an Intravenous Workflow Management System (IVWMS)
Mallory McCarty: GLP-1s in Pediatric Obesity

Chloe McGee: Immunization Recommendations for RSV in Older Adults

Omar Mouna: “Beating the Blues”: Esketamine’s Role in Treatment-Resistant Depression

Emily Strickland: sMASH: Resmetirom in Metabolic-Dysfunction Associated Steatohepatitis

Hanh Tran: Small Cell, Big Advances: Updates in Small Cell Lung Cancer

Wellstar MCG 2025 Quality Improvement Symposium (Honorable Mentions)

Lucy Gloe: Improving Antiretroviral Care for Hospitalized Patients Living with HIV (Finalist: 2" place overall)

Amber Fraley: Evaluation of Naloxone Infusion Initiation at Wellstar MCG Health

Chloe McGee: Characterizing Emergency Department Visits/Hospitalizations Among Pediatric Patients with Type 1
Diabetes Mellitus

Emily Strickland: Evaluation of Pharmacist Transitional Care Services for Diabetes Patients at Hospital Discharge

Publications

Melanie Datt (lead author): Datt, M., Sikora, A., Henry, K. Association Between Experienced Mentorship and
Successful Publication of PGY1 Resident Research at an Academic Medical Center. Hospital Pharmacy 2025,
60(4):1-7. https://doi.org/10.1177/00185787251326237

Lucy Gloe (co-author): Eudy, J.; Chase, A.M.; Sharma, D.; Sulaiman, Z.I.; Anderson, A.; Huggett, A.; Gloe, L,;
Anderson, D.T. Evaluation of Adjunctive Aminoglycoside Therapy Compared to B-Lactam Monotherapy in Critically
Il Patients with Gram-Negative Bloodstream Infections. Antibiotics 2025, 14, 497.
https://doi.org/10.3390/antibiotics14050497
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Residency Highlights Continued

Residency Graduation Highlights

outstanding dedication to the program.

On Tuesday, June 24™, the PGY1 and PGY2 residents celebrated their graduation from the program in the
largest turnout in its history. After graduation certificates were awarded, the residents proceeded to roast
their preceptors (some were more difficult to roast than others). We appreciate everyone who was in
attendance; it was certainly a night to remember, and our preceptors deserve recognition for their
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FOR SALE

Brian Buck
Internal Medicine Pharmacist

. SCCM Congress .

//Our critical care preceptor group was busy attending \\

the SCCM Critical Care Congress! Preceptors included
Christy Forehand, Kelli Henry, and Brooke Smith in
addition to our PGY2 Critical Care resident, Kelsea
Mabie. Brooke Smith received the STAR research award
for her abstract. Additionally, Christy Forehand started
her term as SCCM CPP Practice Advancement
Committee Chair, while Ashley Taylor received the
SCCM Southeast Chapter leadership travel award for

\  her work as the chapter secretary! /
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